OPEN LETTER

Urgent Institutional Action and Accountability to Protect Journalists,
Media Workers and Public Watchdogs in Albania

Tirana, 14 October 2026

Addressed to:
e Mr Niko Peleshi, Speaker of the Parliament of Albania
e Mr Ervin Demo, Minister of Interior
e Mr Toni Gogu, Minister of Justice
e Ms Jorida Tabaku, Chair of the Parliamentary Committee on Human Rights and Public

Information Media

e Mr Fatmir Xhafaj, Chair of the Parliamentary Committee on Citizens' Initiatives,
Cooperation and Institutional Oversight

e Mr Ulsi Manja, Chair of the Parliamentary Committee on Legal Affairs and Public

Administration

Mr Olsian Cela, Prosecutor General

Mr Skender Hita, General Director of the Albanian State Police

Mr Klevis Qose, General Director of the Police Oversight Agency

Mr Endrit Shabani, People's Advocate of Albania

Cc: Ms Sofia Moreira de Sousa, EU Ambassador to Albania; Ms Giulia Re, Head of the
Council of Europe Office in Tirana; Ambassador Michel Tarran, Head of the OSCE Presence
in Albania.

Subject: Urgent institutional action and accountability following repeated violence and
obstruction affecting journalists and public watchdogs

Dear Ministers, Mr Speaker, Committee Chairs and Heads of Institutions,

We, the undersigned organisations, express our deep concern over repeated incidents of
violence and obstruction affecting journalists and media workers covering protests in Albania, as
well as the lack of effective institutional responses and preventive measures despite successive
public warnings.

The events of 13 October 2026 in Tirana, during which several journalists reported physical
assaults and obstruction by police officers and three media workers required hospital treatment,
demand urgent action. Particularly alarming is the case of Izmir Akulli, editor-in-chief of Dosja.al,
who reported being beaten by police officers while documenting their actions and required
hospital treatment.
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These events follow documented incidents in July, the repeated detention and obstruction of
Citizens.al journalist Vjolanda Peca, including the retention of her telephone in September (alert
registered also on the Council of Europe Safety of Journalists platform), and the obstruction of
identifiable media crews on 8 October. The recurrence of these incidents, despite repeated
public warnings and the adoption of the State Police Guidelines for the Safety of Journalists in
May 2025, raises serious concerns about the gap between institutional commitments and their
implementation in practice. It also calls for a clear public account of the measures taken in
response to previous incidents and why they have failed to prevent further violence and
obstruction.

These incidents must also be understood within the broader cumulative pressures affecting
media freedom and civic space in Albania. Smear campaigns, intimidation, gender-based
attacks, restrictions affecting media and civic accounts on digital platforms, obstacles to
accessing public-interest information and proposed legal restrictions on reporting contribute to
an increasingly difficult environment for independent scrutiny. The cumulative impact of these
pressures risks discouraging reporting, public criticism and civic participation, while weakening
the ability of journalists and civil society to hold public authorities accountable.

The State's obligation to protect fundamental rights extends to journalists, camera operators,
photojournalists, freelance reporters, human rights defenders, independent protest monitors,
and other civil society actors who document and act on matters of public interest. They must be
able to carry out their legitimate activities without violence, intimidation or unlawful interference.

We therefore call for urgent action and accountability from the responsible institutions,
in line with their respective mandates:

1. We call on the Albanian State Police to urgently address the reported violence and
obstruction against journalists and media crews during the protests of 13 October 2026, publicly
clarify the circumstances of the incidents and ensure that all relevant evidence is preserved and
made available to the competent investigative authorities. We further urge the Police to take
immediate preventive measures, fully implement the Guidelines for the Safety of Journalists and
guarantee safe and unobstructed reporting and independent monitoring of public assemblies,
particularly during the deployment of crowd-control measures.

2. We urge the Ministry of Interior to address the repeated allegations of excessive and
disproportionate police force, examine the institutional response to incidents documented since
July 2026, and publicly explain what measures have been taken to address shortcomings in
police conduct, supervision and accountability and to prevent their recurrence.

3. We call on the Police Oversight Agency to conduct prompt, independent and effective
investigations into the reported police violence and obstruction, including the incidents of 13
October and previously documented cases, and to ensure that suspected criminal offences are
referred to the competent prosecution authorities.
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4. We call on the competent prosecution authorities to independently and effectively
investigate allegations of criminal conduct against journalists, where warranted by the evidence,
including the incidents of 13 October, and to ensure accountability in accordance with the law.

5. We urge the Ministry of Justice, within its mandate, to assess and strengthen the legal
safeguards for the effective protection of journalists, media workers and public watchdogs
against violence, intimidation and obstruction in the exercise of their work, as well as their
access to effective legal remedies.

6. We call on the People's Advocate to independently examine the repeated incidents of
alleged police violence and obstruction affecting journalists and public watchdogs during
protests, assess compliance with fundamental rights standards and issue recommendations to
prevent further violations.

We also urge the Parliament of Albania to exercise its oversight responsibilities by convening
a parliamentary hearing on repeated incidents affecting journalists and public watchdogs, the
responses of competent institutions and the implementation of existing safeguards. The hearing
should involve the responsible authorities and representatives of journalists and civil society,
with its findings and recommendations made public and subject to follow-up.

We call on the responsible institutions to publicly report on the actions taken, their
outcomes and the measures adopted to prevent similar incidents from recurring.

We further urge the European Union, Council of Europe and OSCE to closely follow these
developments and raise the concerns in their engagement with the Albanian authorities.
Effective protection of journalists, freedom of expression, institutional accountability and
meaningful civic participation are integral to Albania's commitments under Cluster 1 —
Fundamentals, particularly Chapter 23 on Judiciary and Fundamental Rights. Progress
towards EU accession must be assessed not only through legislative commitments, but also
through their effective implementation.

The responsibility to maintain public order cannot justify disproportionate force, violence or
interference with independent reporting and legitimate public-interest monitoring. Violence
against journalists, regardless of its source, is unacceptable. When incidents recur despite
repeated warnings, the effectiveness of institutional safeguards and accountability becomes a
matter of urgent public concern.

The safety of journalists and the ability of citizens and civil society to scrutinise public
authority are essential to democratic accountability.

We stand in solidarity with journalists, media workers, human rights defenders and public
watchdogs facing violence, intimidation or obstruction and remain committed to defending their
safety, fundamental freedoms and right to scrutinise public authority without fear or retaliation.

Sincerely,



Undersigned organisations

International Press Institute (IPI)

European Federation of Journalists (EFJ)

Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ)

SafeJournalists Network

Association of Journalists of Albania
Association of Journalists of Kosovo
Association of Journalists of Macedonia

BH Journalists Association

Croatian Journalists’ Association

Independent Journalists’ Association of Serbia
Trade Union of Media of Montenegro

Albanian civil society organisations:

® NGO WDN =

9.
10.

Center Science and Innovation for Development (SCiDEV)
Albanian Woman in Audiovisual (AWA)

Association of Journalists of Albania (AGSH)

Albanian Media Council (KSHM)

Albanian Center for Quality Journalism (ACQJ)

Respublica Center

The Association of Professional Journalists of Albania (APJA)
Balkan Investigative Reporting Network Albania (BIRN Albania)
Social Justice

Union of Albanian Journalists (UGSH)

11. Albanian Media Institute (AMI)

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Partners Albania for Change and Development

Civic Resistence

Institute of Political Studies (ISP)

Center for the Study of Democracy and Governance (CSDG)
Institute for Democracy and Mediation (IDM)



LETER E HAPUR

Masa urgjente institucionale dhe llogaridhénie pér mbrojtjen e
gazetaréve, punonjésve té medias dhe aktoréve té mbikéqyrjes
publike né Shqipeéri

Tirané, 14 tetor 2026
Drejtuar:

Z. Niko Peleshi, Kryetar i Kuvendit t&€ Shqipérisé

Z. Ervin Demo, Ministér i Punéve té Brendshme

Z. Toni Gogu, Ministér i Drejtésisé

Znj. Jorida Tabaku, Kryetare e Komisionit pér té Drejtat e Njeriut dhe Mjetet e
Informimit Publik

Z. Fatmir Xhafaj, Kryetar i Komisionit pér Nismat Qytetare, Bashképunimin dhe
Mbikéqyrjen Institucionale

Z. Ulsi Manja, Kryetar i Komisionit pér Céshtjet Ligjore dhe Administratén Publike
Z. Olsian Cela, Prokuror i Pérgjithshém

Z. Skender Hita, Drejtor i Pérgjithshém i Policisé sé Shtetit

Z. Klevis Qose, Drejtor i Pérgjithshém i Agjencisé sé Mbikéqyrjes Policore

Z. Endrit Shabani, Avokat i Popullit

Pér dijeni: Znj. Sofia Moreira de Sousa, Ambasadore e Bashkimit Evropian né Shqipéri; Znj.
Giulia Re, Drejtuese e Zyrés sé Késhillit t& Evropés né Tirané; Z. Michel Tarran, Ambasador
dhe Kryetar i Prezencés sé OSBE-sé né Shqipéri.

Lénda: Kérkesé pér veprim urgjent institucional dhe llogaridhénie lidhur me rastet e
pérséritura té dhunés dhe pengimit té gazetaréve dhe aktoréve té mbikéqyrjes publike

Té nderuar pérfagésues té institucioneve,

Ne, organizatat nénshkruese, shprehim shgetésimin toné té thellé pér incidentet e pérséritura té
dhunés dhe pengimit t& gazetaréve dhe punonjésve té medias gjaté mbulimit té protestave né
Shqipéri, si dhe pér mungesén e reagimeve efektive institucionale dhe té€ masave
parandaluese, pavarésisht paralajmérimeve té vazhdueshme publike.

Ngjarjet e 13 tetorit 2026 né Tirané, gjaté té cilave disa gazetaré raportuan dhuné fizike dhe
pengim nga punonjés té policisé, ndérsa tre punonjés té€ medias patén nevojé pér trajtim
spitalor, kérkojné veprim urgjent. Vecanérisht alarmant éshté rasti i lzmir Akullit, kryeredaktor i
Dosja.al, i cili raportoi se u dhunua nga punonjés té policisé ndérsa po dokumentonte veprimet
e tyre dhe pati nevojé pér trajtim spitalor.



https://dosja.al/e-rende-dhunohet-brutalisht-nga-policia-kryeredaktori-i-dosja-al-izmir-akulli-me-goditen-me-shkelma-dhe-grushte-teksa-filmoja-dhunen-ndaj-studentit-agsh-kerkon-hetim-per-efektivet-i519300
https://dosja.al/e-rende-dhunohet-brutalisht-nga-policia-kryeredaktori-i-dosja-al-izmir-akulli-me-goditen-me-shkelma-dhe-grushte-teksa-filmoja-dhunen-ndaj-studentit-agsh-kerkon-hetim-per-efektivet-i519300

Kéto ngjarje pasojné incidente t&€ dokumentuara gjaté korrikut, shogérimin né polici dhe
pengimin e pérséritur t&€ gazetares sé Citizens.al, Vjolanda Peca, pérfshiré mbajtjen e telefonit
té saj nga policia né shtator (rast i regjistruar né Platformén e Késhillit t&¢ Evropés pér Mbrojtjen
e Gazetarisé dhe Siguriné e Gazetaréve), si dhe pengimin e ekipeve mediatike, té
identifikueshme si té tilla, mé 8 tetor. Pérséritja e kétyre incidenteve, pavarésisht
paralajmérimeve té vazhdueshme publike dhe miratimit t€ Udhézuesit t& Policisé sé Shtetit pér
Siguriné e Gazetaréve né maj 2025, ngre shqetésime serioze pér hendekun ndérmjet
angazhimeve institucionale dhe zbatimit té tyre né praktiké. Kjo kérkon gjithashtu njé shpjegim
té qarté publik mbi masat e marra pas incidenteve té€ méparshme dhe arsyet pérse ato nuk kané
arritur t&€ parandalojné raste té tjera dhune dhe pengimi.

Kéto incidente duhen paré edhe né kontekstin e presioneve té akumuluara ndaj lirisé sé medias
dhe hapésirés gytetare né Shqipéri. Fushatat e diskreditimit, frikésimi, sulmet me bazé gjinore,
kufizimet gé prekin llogarité e mediave dhe aktoréve gytetaré né platformat digjitale, pengesat
né aksesin né informacion me interes publik dhe propozimet ligjore gé mund té kufizojné
raportimin po kontribuojné né krijimin e njé mjedisi gjithnjé e mé té véshtiré pér mbikéqyrjen e
pavarur. Ndikimi i akumuluar i kétyre presioneve rrezikon té dekurajojé raportimin, kritikén
publike dhe pjesémarrjen gqytetare, duke dobésuar aftésiné e gazetaréve dhe shoqérisé civile
pér t'u kérkuar llogari autoriteteve publike.

Detyrimi i shtetit pér mbrojtjen e té drejtave themelore shtrihet te gazetarét, operatorét,
fotoreporterét, gazetarét e pavarur, mbrojtésit e té drejtave té njeriut, monitoruesit e pavarur té
protestave dhe aktorét e tjeré té shoqgérisé civile gé dokumentojné dhe angazhohen né ¢éshtje
me interes publik. Ata duhet té jené né gjendje ta ushtrojné veprimtariné e tyre té ligishme pa
dhuné, frikésim apo ndérhyrje té paligjshme.

Pér kéto arsye, kérkojmé veprim urgjent dhe llogaridhénie nga institucionet pérgjegjése,
né pérputhje me mandatet dhe kompetencat e tyre:

1. 1 béjme thirrje Policisé sé Shtetit t€ adresojé urgjentisht rastet e raportuara t& dhunés dhe
pengimit t& gazetaréve dhe ekipeve mediatike gjaté protestave t€ 13 tetorit 2026, té sgarojé
publikisht rrethanat e incidenteve dhe té sigurojé ruajtjen dhe vénien né dispozicion té
autoriteteve kompetente hetimore té té gjitha provave pérkatése. Gjithashtu, i kérkojmé Policisé
té marré masa té menjéhershme parandaluese, té zbatojé plotésisht Udhézuesin pér Siguriné e
Gazetaréve dhe té garantojé raportimin e sigurt dhe té papenguar, si dhe monitorimin e pavarur
té tubimeve publike, vecanérisht gjaté pérdorimit t& mjeteve pér kontrollin e turmeés.

2. | béjme thirrje Ministrisé sé Punéve té Brendshme té adresojé pretendimet e pérséritura
pér pérdorim té tepruar dhe joproporcional té forcés policore, t&€ shqyrtojé reagimin institucional
ndaj incidenteve té dokumentuara qé nga korriku 2026 dhe té shpjegojé publikisht masat e
marra pér té korrigjuar mangésité né veprimet, mbikéqgyrjen dhe llogaridhénien e strukturave
policore, si dhe pér té parandaluar pérséritjen e incidenteve té ngjashme.

3. I béjmé thirrje Agjencisé sé Mbikéqyrjes Policore té kryejé hetime t&€ menjéhershme, té
pavarura dhe efektive mbi rastet e raportuara té€ dhunés dhe pengimit nga punonjés té policisé,
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pérfshiré incidentet e 13 tetorit dhe rastet e dokumentuara mé paré, si dhe té sigurojé referimin
prané organeve kompetente té prokurorisé té ¢do rasti ku ekzistojné dyshime pér vepra penale.

4. U béjmé thirrje organeve kompetente té prokurorisé té hetojné né ményré té pavarur dhe
efektive pretendimet pér vepra penale té kryera ndaj gazetaréve, kur provat dhe rrethanat e
pérligjin, pérfshiré incidentet e 13 tetorit, si dhe té sigurojné vénien e pérgjegjésve pérpara
pérgjegjésisé, né pérputhje me ligjin.

5. | béjmé thirrje Ministrisé sé Drejtésisé, brenda fushés sé saj té pérgjegjésisé, té vlerésojé
dhe forcojé garancité ligjore pér mbrojtjen efektive té gazetaréve, punonjésve té medias dhe
aktoréve té mbikéqyrjes publike nga dhuna, frikésimi dhe pengimi gjaté ushtrimit t&€ veprimtarisé
sé tyre, si dhe aksesin e tyre né mjete juridike efektive.

6. | béjmé thirrje Avokatit té Popullit t&€ shqyrtojé né ményré té pavarur incidentet e
pérséritura t&€ dhunés sé dyshuar policore dhe pengimit té gazetaréve dhe aktoréve té
mbikéqyrjes publike gjaté protestave, té vlerésojé respektimin e standardeve té té drejtave
themelore dhe té japé rekomandime pér parandalimin e shkeljeve té€ métejshme.

| béjmé gjithashtu thirrje Kuvendit té Shqipérisé té ushtrojé pérgjegjésité e tij mbikéqyrése
pérmes organizimit té& njé€ seance dégjimore parlamentare mbi incidentet e pérséritura ndaj
gazetaréve dhe aktoréve té mbikéqyrjes publike, reagimin e institucioneve kompetente dhe
zbatimin e mekanizmave ekzistues té mbrojtjes. Né kété seancé duhet té pérfshihen
institucionet pérgjegjése dhe pérfagésuesit e gazetaréve dhe té shoqérisé civile, ndérsa gjetjet
dhe rekomandimet e saj duhet t& béhen publike dhe té ndiget zbatimi i tyre.

U kérkojmé institucioneve pérgjegjése té informojné publikisht mbi veprimet e
ndérmarra, rezultatet e tyre dhe masat e miratuara pér parandalimin e incidenteve té
ngjashme.

Gjithashtu, i béjmé thirrje Bashkimit Evropian, Késhillit t¢ Evropés dhe OSBE-sé t'i ndjekin nga
afér kéto zhvillime dhe t'i ngrené kéto shqetésime né dialogun e tyre me autoritetet shqiptare.
Mbrojtja efektive e gazetaréve, liria e shprehjes, llogaridhénia institucionale dhe pjesémarrja
kuptimploté qytetare jané pjesé thelbésore e angazhimeve té Shqipérisé né kuadér té
Grupkapitullit 1 — Themeloret, veganérisht Kapitullit 23 pér Gjyqgésorin dhe té Drejtat
Themelore. Progresi drejt anétarésimit né BE duhet té vlerésohet jo vetém pérmes
angazhimeve ligjore, por edhe pérmes zbatimit efektiv té tyre né praktiké.

Pérgjegjésia pér ruajtjen e rendit publik nuk mund té justifikojé pérdorimin joproporcional t&
forcés, dhunén apo pengimin e raportimit té€ pavarur dhe té veprimtarisé legjitime t€ mbikéqyrjes
né interes publik. Dhuna ndaj gazetaréve, pavarésisht nga kush ushtrohet, éshté e
papranueshme. Kur incidente té tilla pérsériten pavarésisht paralajmérimeve té vazhdueshme,
efektiviteti i mekanizmave mbrojtés dhe i llogaridhénies institucionale kthehet né njé ¢éshtje
urgjente té interesit publik.



Siguria e gazetaréve dhe mundésia e gqytetaréve dhe shoqgérisé civile pér té mbikéqyrur
ushtrimin e pushtetit publik jané thelbésore pér llogaridhénien demokratike.

Shprehim solidaritetin toné me gazetarét, punonjésit e medias, mbrojtésit e té drejtave té njeriut
dhe aktorét e mbikéqyrjes publike gé pérballen me dhuné, frik€sim apo pengim. Mbetemi té
angazhuar pér mbrojtjen e sigurisé, lirive themelore dhe té drejtés sé tyre pér t& mbikéqyrur
pushtetin publik pa friké apo hakmarrje.

Me respekt,

Organizatat nénshkruese

Instituti Ndérkombétar i Shtypit (IPI)
Federata Evropiane e Gazetaréve (EFJ)
Komiteti pér Mbrojtien e Gazetaréve (CPJ)
Rrjeti SafeJournalists

Asociacioni i Gazetaréve té Shqipérisé (AGSH)

Asociacioni i Gazetaréve té Kosovés (AGK)

Shogata e Gazetaréve té Magedonisé (SHGM)

Shoqata e Gazetaréve té Bosnjés dhe Hercegovinés (BH Novinari)
Shogata e Gazetaréve té Kroacisé (HND)

Shogata e Pavarur i Gazetaréve té Serbisé (NUNS)

Sindikata e Medias e Malit té Zi (SMCG)

Organizatat e shoqérisé civile shqiptare:

Qendra Shkencé dhe Inovacion pér Zhvillim (SCiDEV)
Graté Shqiptare né Audiovizual (AWA)
Asociacioni i Gazetaréve té Shqipérisé (AGSH)
Késhilli Shqiptar i Medias (KSHM)
Qendra Shqiptare pér Gazetari Cilésore (ACQJ)
Qendra Res Publica
Shogata e Gazetaréve Profesionisté t&€ Shqipérisé (APJA)
Rrjeti Ballkanik pér Gazetari Investigative né Shqipéri (BIRN Albania)
Drejtési Sociale
. Unioni i Gazetaréve Shqiptar (UGSH)
. Instituti Shqiptar i Medias
. Partnerét Shqipéri pér Ndryshim dhe Zhvillim
. Qéndresa Qytetare
. Instituti i Studimeve Politike (ISP)
. Qendra pér Studimin e Demokracisé dhe Qeverisjes (CSDG)
. Instituti per Demokraci dhe Ndermjetesim (IDM)
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