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Northern Ireland: Human rights groups call for fresh investigation into murder of journalist Martin O’Hagan
Twenty-five years since murder, no one held to account
Northern Ireland remains most dangerous place in the UK to be a journalist
The failure to bring to justice those responsible for the murder of Martin O’Hagan has helped create an environment of impunity for those who continue to threaten journalists in Northern Ireland today, Amnesty International and global press freedom group, the Committee to Protect Journalists, have said ahead of the 25th anniversary of the killing of the reporter.
The two organisations have issued a joint call for a fresh investigation into the murder with a view to securing prosecutions against those responsible.
Key Background
· On September 28, 2001, Sunday World journalist Martin O’Hagan was shot dead in Lurgan, County Armagh by members of a loyalist paramilitary group. No one has been held to account for his murder.
· In September 2013, the Director of Public Prosecutions called on the Police Ombudsman for Northern Ireland to investigate the police handling of the case.
· The Police Ombudsman Northern Ireland (PONI) has confirmed to Amnesty International that they are still “not in a position to provide specific timeframes” for publication of their investigation.
Patrick Corrigan, Amnesty International’s Head of Nations and Regions, said:
“The brutal murder of Martin O’Hagan continues to cast a dark shadow across press freedom in Northern Ireland. His public execution was a deliberate attempt to intimidate the media and signal that no journalist is safe.
“It is utterly unacceptable that a quarter of a century has passed without anyone being held accountable. This prolonged state failure has fostered a dangerous culture of impunity, directly endangering journalists who continue to face paramilitary death threats today.
“Thirteen years after the Police Ombudsman was tasked with reviewing the police’s handling of this case, we are calling for the immediate publication of their findings. We now need an urgent, independent investigation into the assassination itself to finally bring Martin O’Hagan’s killers to justice and end 25 years of impunity.”
Fiona O’Brien, Regional Director for Europe and Central Asia at the Committee to Protect Journalists, said:
“It’s shameful that 25 years have passed and we are still waiting for justice for Martin O’Hagan. He was killed to silence his reporting on paramilitary crime, and the failure to punish his killers is not only crushing for those who knew him, but also fuels the unacceptable level of threat and violence which journalists in Northern Ireland continue to face today.
“Impunity emboldens those who attack journalists, encourages journalists to self-censor, and ultimately robs the public of vital information on crime, corruption and other abuses of power. After 25 years, we are tired of excuses. We therefore renew our call for a fresh investigation into Martin O’Hagan’s death, and for transparency from the Police Ombudsman as to how police originally handled the case.”
Fintan O’Hagan, Martin’s brother, said: 
“For the family, the Ombudsman’s report is important, securing an inquiry is very important, but the most important thing is getting those responsible for Martin’s murder into court. This is proving difficult, particularly as the evidence suggests the prime suspects have worked for and being protected by state agencies.”
Speaking about the delayed Police Ombudsman’s report, Niall Murphy, lawyer for Fintan O’Hagan, said:
“Our clients have awaited the publication of this report since the referral of the case to PONI by the Director of Public Prosecutions in 2013. 
“Two years ago, we were told that the report was complete, yet the report remains unpublished.  Whereas we accept that there is a new office holder in the Office of the Police Ombudsman, the cumulative delay in publication is unfair on the O’Hagan family, and in and of itself represents a continuing trauma of justice delayed constituting justice denied.
“Our clients’ very serious concerns as to the failure by police to secure the convictions of those who carried out Martin’s brutal murder, are aggravated in this context. Their long-standing concerns that state agents may have been protected from prosecution, are deepened when faced by the failure to publish this report.”
A 100-page Amnesty International report published in June 2025, ‘Occupational Hazard? Threats and violence against journalists in Northern Ireland’, documented how journalists are still regularly subject to acts and threats of violence, including death threats.
There have been no prosecutions related to threats to journalists from paramilitaries, which make up the majority of such threats documented by Amnesty International.
Note: Patrick Corrigan will be at the NUJ-organised vigil to mark Martin’s O’Hagan’s anniversary on Monday 28 September, 12:30pm in Writer’s Square, Belfast.
ENDS

