MLSA ve basin érgiitlerinden agiklama: Gazeteci ismail Ari serbest birakilsin

Asagida imzasi bulunan basin ve ifade 6zgurligu orgutleri olarak BirGiin gazetesi muhabiri
ismail Ar'nin tutuklanmasini kiniyor; gazetecinin derhal ve kosulsuz serbest birakiimasini talep
ediyoruz.

Ramazan Bayrami'nda aile ziyareti i¢in gittigi Tokat'in Turhal ilgesinde 21 Mart glinQ, gece
saatlerinde gdzaltina alinan ismail Ari, Ankara'ya gétiiriilerek tutuklandi. Ari'ya Tirk Ceza
Kanunu kapsaminda "halki yaniltici bilgiyi alenen yayma" ve "kamu gorevlisine
gorevinden dolayi hakaret™ suclamalari yoneltildi.

Sorusturmayi yiruten savcihgin, suphelinin ifadesini alma geregi dahi duymadan dosyayi
dogrudan tutuklama talebiyle sulh ceza hakimligine sevk ettigi bildirildi. Emniyet sorgusunda
Ari'ya, kendisine ddiil kazandiran ve Ankara il Emniyet Midurligi Mali Suglar Sube
MuUdurlagd'nin operasyon yapmasini saglayan haberi de soruldu.

Meslek hayatina BirGun gazetesinin Ankara birosunda baglayan Ari, 6zellikle yolsuzluk ve
tarikatlarda ¢ocuklara yonelik taciz haberleriyle tanindi. Gazetecilik galigmalari kapsaminda
cesitli édiller kazanan Ari; istanbul Tabip Odasi, Ankara Tabip Odasi ve Tiirkiye Gazeteciler
Cemiyeti tarafindan édllere layik gorulda.

Sorusturma dosyasinin Ari'nin sosyal medya paylasimlari, haber icerikleri ve katildigi kamuya
acik etkinlikler Gzerine kurulmasi; rutin gazetecilik faaliyetlerinin su¢ unsuru olarak
degerlendirildigini agik¢a ortaya koymaktadir. Haber takibi yapmak, kaynaklarla gérusmek ve
kamuoyunu ilgilendiren konulari arastirmak sug dedgildir.

Bu tutuklama, gazetecilik faaliyetlerinin kriminalize edilmesine ydnelik suregelen sistematik
politikanin bir parcasidir. ifade dzgurliigiini hedef alan bu tiir uygulamalar yalnizca gazetecileri
degil, halkin haber alma hakkini da zedelemektedir. Yetkilileri, gazetecileri susturmak amaciyla
ceza mevzuatini aragsallastirmaktan vazgegmeye davet ediyor; ismail Ari'nin bir an énce
serbest birakilmasini talep ediyoruz. Demokratik bir toplum igin 6zgur basin sarttir.
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Press freedom groups call for release of journalist ismail Ari

The undersigned press freedom and freedom of expression organizations condemn in the
strongest terms the detention of BirGiin reporter ismail Ari and call for his immediate and
unconditional release.

Ari was detained in the Turhal district of Tokat province, on 21 March, where he had traveled to
visit family during the Eid al-Fitr holiday, and was subsequently transferred to Ankara. The
investigation, conducted by the Ankara Chief Public Prosecutor's Office, brought charges of
"publicly disseminating misleading information" and "insulting a public official" under the Turkish
Penal Code. The prosecutor's office referred Ari directly to a criminal judgeship with a request
for his arrest without even taking his statement.

Ari began his career at BirGun's Ankara bureau and is known for his reporting on corruption in
public institutions. He has received awards from the Istanbul Medical Association, the Ankara
Medical Association, and the Turkish Journalists Association. During his police questioning, Ari
was asked about his previous news stories and social media posts.

The fact that the investigation file is built around Ari's journalistic output — his published reports,
social media posts and attendance at public events — makes clear that routine journalistic
activity is being treated as criminal evidence. Covering stories, speaking with sources and
investigating matters of public interest are not criminal acts.

This arrest is part of a systematic and ongoing effort to criminalize journalism in Turkey. Such
actions targeting freedom of expression harm not only journalists but also the public's
fundamental right to access information. We call on the authorities to stop using criminal
legislation as a tool to silence journalists and demand the immediate release of ismail Ari. A free
press is essential for a democratic society.

Signatories:

Media and Law Studies Association (MLSA)
Dicle Firat Gazeteciler Dernegi (DFG)
Progressive Journalists Association (PJA)
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https://www.diken.com.tr/gazeteci-ismail-ari-tutuklandi/
https://t24.com.tr/gundem/gazeteci-ismail-ari-tutuklandi,1308936
https://www.milligazete.com.tr/gazeteci-ismail-ari-tutuklandi
https://medyascope.tv/2026/03/22/gazeteci-ismail-ari-emniyet-ifadesinde-ne-dedi/
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