‘ P Committee to Protect Journalists

March 2, 2026

Alix Didier Fils-Aimé

Acting Prime Minister

Primature

Rue Prosper, Musseau, Port-au-Prince

Dear Prime Minister Fils-Aimé,

We at the Committee to Protect Journalists, an independent press freedom
organization, write to express our concern regarding recent actions taken by Haitian
public officials that threaten press freedom and journalist safety in the country.

We are particularly concerned by the Freedom of Expression & Defamation decree
issued on December 18, 2025, by the country’s Transitional Presidential Council in
the final days of last year that broadens criminal defamation laws, making it even
more risky for journalists to report on public corruption.

The now defunct transition council published the decree without prior public
discussion, showing a flagrant disregard for political process and accountability.
Concerningly, this freedom of expression decree also removes the ability to question
or hold to account any public institutions in the country without fear of prison or
crippling fines.

After consulting with members of the media in Haiti, we strongly urge you to
immediately repeal this measure in your capacity as prime minister and acting
president. We believe repealing this problematic decree would also be an impactful
step to help the people of Haiti regain faith in the government prior to important
elections this year.

CPJ research shows (see attached article) that a lack of transparency and hostility
from government authorities have left many media outlets and their reporters without
the protections they desperately need to safely do their jobs.

Haitian journalists have worked in extraordinarily challenging circumstances for the
last two years due to ongoing insecurity in the country. Based on CPJ’s latest data
and reports throughout 2025, Haiti is regrettably considered one of the most
dangerous places in the world for journalists, with near-total impunity for those who
kill journalists.

We would welcome the opportunity to discuss this matter further with you in person
if you would find this helpful to understand the issues that concern us.

Respectfully,
Jose Zamora

Regional Director, Américas
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