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Executive Summary
1. As an organization promoting freedom of expression and the rule of law, CPJ has focused this submission on Lebanon’s compliance with international human rights obligations related to freedom of opinion and expression, and freedom of the press, and assesses progress made since the last review in 2021.
2. In particular, the concerns raised in this submission relate to:  
a. unlawful summoning, intimidation, and arbitrary detention of journalists by security agencies and the judiciary,
b. physical attacks and harassment of journalists,
c. suspension of broadcasts and broadcast permissions and blocked access to reporting locations,
d. the May 2025 draft Media Law, 
e. the pattern of deliberate attacks by Israel against media professionals during the 2023–2024 escalation in southern Lebanon, and 
f. impunity in crimes against journalists.

3. Lebanon has failed to uphold its obligations under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and Universal Declaration of Human Rights, with deteriorating press freedoms marked by impunity for journalist killings, as well as harassment, arbitrary detention, and persecution of journalists. The final form and implementation of the May 2025 Media draft law, which has some potential for reforming repressive laws, remain uncertain. Urgent action is needed to ensure justice, accountability, and reform.
Human rights instruments referred to in this submission
4. The Preamble of the Constitution of the Republic of Lebanon (1990) affirms Lebanon’s commitment to abide by the pacts and covenants of the League of Arab States, the covenants of the United Nations, and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which encompass the freedoms of opinion and expression as well as the press.
5. Article 13 of the Constitution states: “The freedom to express one's opinion orally or in writing, the freedom of the press, the freedom of assembly, and the freedom of association are guaranteed within the limits established by law.”
6. Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) enshrines the freedom of opinion and expression, noting that “the right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.”  Articles 8–11 protect the right to an effective remedy and a fair trial, the presumption of innocence, and prohibits arbitrary arrest, detention or exile.
7. Lebanon ratified the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (“the Covenant”) in 1972.  Article 19 states: “[e]veryone shall have the right to hold opinions without interference” and to “freedom of expression” including “freedom to seek, receive and impart information.”[endnoteRef:1]  Parties may restrict these freedoms when provided by law and necessary to respect the rights or reputations of others or to protect national security, public order, public health, or morals.[endnoteRef:2]  Article 9(1) prohibits deprivation of liberty except on grounds and by procedures established by law.  Article 9(2) requires that arrestees be informed of reasons for their arrest at the time of such arrest.  Article 9(3) provides that anyone arrested or detained on criminal charges shall be brought promptly before a judge or other authorized judicial officer and shall be entitled to trial within a reasonable time or be released.  The UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention has found that pretrial detention and trial of civilians by military courts violate the Covenant and customary international law.[endnoteRef:3]  According to the UN Basic Principles and Guidelines on Remedies and Procedures on the Right of Anyone Deprived of Their Liberty to Bring Proceedings Before a Court, requirements of independence and impartiality prohibit military courts from reviewing the lawfulness (or arbitrariness) of civilian detentions.[endnoteRef:4]  Article 14 of the Covenant also provides a right to a fair trial before an independent and impartial court. [1:  International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, December 16, 1966, art. 19(1) and 19(2), available at: https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights.]  [2:  Id. at Article 19(3).]  [3:  UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention (June 30, 2014), “Report of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention at its Twenty-seventh session, Agenda item 3, Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights”, A/HRC/27/48, para. 66; General comment No. 35 (2014) of the Human Rights Committee, para. 32.]  [4:  UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention (June 7, 2015), “Report of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention - United Nations Basic Principles and Guidelines on Remedies and Procedures on the Right of Anyone Deprived of Their Liberty to Bring Proceedings Before a Court”, A/HRC/30/37, paras. 55 and 93–96; Opinion No. 46/2017, para. 20.] 

8. Principle 15 of the Body of Principles for the Protection of All Persons under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment (UN General Assembly, 1988) prohibits denying detained or imprisoned persons communication with the outside world, particularly family or counsel, for more than a matter of days.[endnoteRef:5]  Principle 17 provides the right to counsel and requires that arrestees be informed of this right promptly after arrest. [5:  Body of Principles for the Protection of All Persons under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment, Principle 15, available at: https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/body-principles-protection-all-persons-under-any-form-detention.] 

Implementation of recommendations from previous review
9. The implementation of recommendations which Lebanon supported in the previous Universal Periodic Review (“UPR”) cycle is evaluated in Annex 1.  Only one recommendation, Recommendation 150.157 was implemented. The following eight recommendations can be considered partially implemented: (i) Recommendation 150.14, (ii) Recommendation 150.138, (iii) Recommendation 150.54, (iv) Recommendation 150.150, (v) Recommendation 150.153, (vi) Recommendation 150.160, and (vii) Recommendation 150.169.  However, at least six recommendations relevant to freedom of expression and press freedom have not been implemented and therefore represent inadequate progress.
Update on the situation for freedom of expression since the last review
General Observations
10. This submission identifies several areas of concern: (i) killings of journalists; (ii) physical attacks and harassment of journalists; (iii) unlawful summons, interrogations, intimidation, and arbitrary detention of journalists, (iv) the threat of suspension of broadcasts and broadcast permissions, and (v) blocked access to reporting locations.  Lebanon must address these limitations on the freedom of expression and the press to ensure the rights guaranteed by the binding legal instruments above.
Specific Issues of Concern
11. For each of the themes below, a detailed list of incidents reported between 2020 and July 2025 is contained in Appendix 2. 

Killings of Journalists

Killing of journalists in Lebanon by Israel 

12. During the 2023–2024 hostilities between Hezbollah and Israel, which led to a war in Lebanon in September–November 2024, six journalists were killed and nine others were injured by Israeli strikes in south Lebanon. Journalists are protected and their deliberate targeting constitutes a war crime under international law. [endnoteRef:6] [6:  Committee to Protect Journalists (Oct. 13, 2023), “Journalist casualties in the Israel-Gaza war,” https://cpj.org/2023/10/journalist-casualties-in-the-israel-gaza-conflict/; UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (Feb. 1, 2024), “Gaza: UN experts condemn killing and silencing of journalists,” Gaza: UN experts condemn killing and silencing of journalists | OHCHR ] 


13. On October 13, 2023, Israeli shelling targeted a group of journalists from AFP, Reuters and Al-Jazeera in Alma Al-Shaab, killing Issam Abdallah and injuring six others.[endnoteRef:7] The group was clearly identifiable as PRESS, with each wearing a PRESS vest and helmet and standing nearby a car marked “TV”, and was stationed in an area approximately a mile away from the closest hostilities, according to multiple credible investigations by international human rights and media organizations, including Reuters[endnoteRef:8], AFP[endnoteRef:9], Amnesty International[endnoteRef:10], Human Rights Watch[endnoteRef:11], and Reporters Without Borders, in addition to the UNIFIL.[endnoteRef:12] Significant video, forensic and photographic evidence, including multiple livestreams at the moment of attack, indicate a war crime occurred. The same groups all independently found that  Israel conducted a deliberate attack on the journalists.   [7:  Committee to Protect Journalists (Oct. 13, 2023), “Journalist killed, others injured in southern Lebanon strike,” https://cpj.org/2023/10/journalist-killed-others-injured-in-southern-lebanon-strike/]  [8:  Reuters (March 7, 2024), “Israeli tank in 'likely scenario' fired machine gun at reporters after deadly shelling, report finds,” https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israeli-tank-likely-scenario-fired-machine-gun-reporters-after-deadly-shelling-2024-03-07/]  [9:  AFP, “Journalists Killed and Injured in Lebanon, AFP’s Investigation Points to Israeli Army,” https://showcase.afp.com/pages/journalists-killed-and-injured-in-lebanon_afps-investigation-points-to-israeli-army_jIoC6PQA_616/]  [10:  Amnesty International (Dec. 7, 2023), “Lebanon: Deadly Israeli attack on journalists must be investigated as a war crime,” https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/12/lebanon-deadly-israeli-attack-on-journalists-must-be-investigated-as-a-war-crime/]  [11:  Human Rights Watch (Dec. 7, 2023), “Israel: Strikes on Journalists in Lebanon Apparently Deliberate,” https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/12/07/israel-strikes-journalists-lebanon-apparently-deliberate]  [12:  Reuters (March 13, 2024), “Israeli tank strike killed 'clearly identifiable' Reuters reporter - UN report,”  https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israeli-tank-strike-killed-clearly-identifiable-reuters-reporter-un-report-2024-03-13/] 


14. On November 21, 2023, Al-Mayadeen TV journalist Farah Omar and camera operator Rabih Al-Maamari were killed in an Israeli strike on Tayr Harfa.[endnoteRef:13]  [13:  Committee to Protect Journalists (Nov. 21, 2023), “Al-Mayadeen TV reporter and videographer killed by Israeli strike in south Lebanon,” https://cpj.org/2023/11/al-mayadeen-tv-reporter-and-videographer-killed-by-israeli-strike-in-south-lebanon/] 


15. On October 25, 2024, journalists Ghassan Najjar, Mohammed Reda, and Wissam Kassem were killed and three more were injured by an Israeli strike on a compound where more than a dozen journalists had been staying for several weeks.[endnoteRef:14]  [14:  Committee to Protect Journalists (Oct. 25, 2024), “3 killed, 3 hurt in Israeli strike on journalists’ compound in Lebanon,” https://cpj.org/2024/10/3-killed-3-hurt-in-israeli-strike-on-journalists-compound-in-lebanon/] 


16. On November 25, 2024 investigations by Human Rights Watch[endnoteRef:15] and The Guardian[endnoteRef:16] reported that the October 25 airstrike was carried out using an air-dropped bomb equipped with a bomb guidance kit, suggesting the targeting was deliberate.[endnoteRef:17] Human Rights Watch concluded that the Israeli military “knew or should have known that journalists were staying in the area and in the targeted building.”[endnoteRef:18]  [15:  Human Rights Watch (Nov. 25, 2024), “Lebanon: US Arms Used in Israeli Strike on Journalists,” https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/11/25/lebanon-us-arms-used-israeli-strike-journalists]  [16:  The Guardian (Nov. 25, 2024), “Revealed: Israel used US weapons in strike that killed journalists,” https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/nov/25/killing-of-journalists-in-israeli-strike-could-be-a-war-legal-experts-say?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other]  [17:  Committee to Protect Journalists (Nov. 26, 2024), “CPJ calls for international probe after evidence indicates Israel targeted journalists in deadly Lebanon strike,” https://cpj.org/2024/11/cpj-calls-for-international-probe-after-evidence-indicates-israel-targeted-journalists-in-deadly-lebanon-strike/]  [18:  Id.] 


17. As of July 2025, it appears no steps have been taken by the Lebanese judicial or governmental authorities to investigate and ensure accountability for these killings. No military investigations have been made public. According to UN OHCHR, parties to the ICCPR must effectively, promptly, thoroughly, independently and impartially investigate alleged violations of international human rights law and, if appropriate, prosecute those responsible.  Failure to do so could violate the ICCPR.[endnoteRef:19]  [19:  UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (July 1, 2013), “Report of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights at the Twenty-fourth session of the Human Rights Council, Agenda items 2 and 3, The safety of journalists”, A/HRC/24/23, para. 16.] 


Killing by non-state actors in Lebanon

18. [bookmark: _Hlk203131371]On February 3, 2021, Lebanese columnist and Hezbollah critic, Lokman Slim, went missing after leaving a friend’s home.[endnoteRef:20] The next day, Slim’s body was found in his car, shot four times in the head and once in the back.[endnoteRef:21] In December 2019, Slim issued a statement saying that he believed Hezbollah to be responsible for threats he had received, and for any future attack on him or his family.[endnoteRef:22] [20:  Committee to Protect Journalists (Feb 4. 2021), “Lebanese columnist, Hezbollah critic Lokman Slim shot and killed,” https://cpj.org/2021/02/lebanese-columnist-hezbollah-critic-lokman-slim-shot-and-killed/]  [21:  Committee to Protect Journalists (Feb 4. 2021), “Lebanese columnist, Hezbollah critic Lokman Slim shot and killed,” https://cpj.org/2021/02/lebanese-columnist-hezbollah-critic-lokman-slim-shot-and-killed/]  [22:  Janoubia (Dec. 13, 2019), “Members of "The Shabiha" break into his yard and issue threats…Lokman Slim views this as a suppression of Shiite pluralism, saying “the State protects me,” https://janoubia.com/2019/12/13/%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b4%d8%a8%d9%8a%d8%ad%d8%a9-%d8%aa%d8%b3%d8%aa%d8%a8%d9%8a%d8%ad-%d8%a8%d8%a7%d8%ad%d8%a9-%d9%85%d9%86%d8%b2%d9%84%d9%87-%d9%88%d8%aa%d8%b9%d9%8a%d8%ab-%d8%aa/] 


19. As of July 2025, justice has not yet been served in Slim’s murder, with the Lebanese judiciary system stalling investigation.[endnoteRef:23] Impunity is a long-documented pattern in Lebanon in crimes against journalists.[endnoteRef:24]  [23:  Human Rights Watch (Feb. 3, 2024), “Family of slain Lebanese researcher Lokman Slim still awaiting justice, Obstruction of investigation and impunity for perpetrators,” https://www.hrw.org/ar/news/2024/02/03/still-no-justice-slain-lebanese-researchers-family]  [24:  Committee to Protect Journalists (Oct. 31, 2023), “Faces of impunity across the world,” https://cpj.org/2023/10/faces-of-impunity-across-the-world/] 


Physical attacks and harassment of journalists
20. There have been multiple incidents of journalists being physically assaulted, verbally harassed, and threatened. These incidents reflect an entrenched pattern of impunity, where law enforcement and political actors have failed to prevent attacks or prosecute perpetrators, fueling self-censorship. Multiple journalists were obstructed and attacked in Lebanon while reporting on the war, while anti-media rhetoric was on the rise.[endnoteRef:25] [25:  Committee to Protect Journalists (Oct. 29, 2024), “Journalists face Israeli strikes, displacement, attacks as war escalates in Lebanon,” https://cpj.org/2024/10/journalists-face-israeli-strikes-displacement-attacks-as-war-escalates-in-lebanon/] 

21. On August 3, 2022, a man approached journalist Hasan Shaaban and told him to leave Beit Yahoun. After he refused, the man returned with seven others, beating, punching, and kicking Shaaban. They threatened to kill him if they ever saw him again. The following morning Shaaban found a bullet left on the window of his car, which he considered a threat against his life.[endnoteRef:26] [26:  Committee to Protect Journalists (Aug. 4, 2022), “Lebanese photojournalist Hasan Shaaban beaten, threatened with death,” https://cpj.org/2022/08/lebanese-photojournalist-hasan-shaaban-beaten-threatened-with-death/] 

22. On January 22, 2023, two attackers threw a bomb at the headquarters of LCBI (The Lebanese Broadcasting Corporation International), which exploded in the parking lot, damaging LCBI vehicles.[endnoteRef:27] CPJ called on Lebanese authorities to thoroughly investigate the bombing ensure perpetrators are held to account.[endnoteRef:28] To date, Lebanese authorities have not done so.   [27:  Committee to Protect Journalists (Jan. 23, 2023), “Lebanese broadcaster LBCI bombed following comedy segment,” https://cpj.org/2023/01/lebanese-broadcaster-lbci-bombed-following-comedy-segment/]  [28:  Id.] 

23. On October 3, 2024, a group of around 20 men beat two Belgian journalists while they reported on an Israeli airstrike that hit the Islamic Health Organization building.[endnoteRef:29] [29:  Committee to Protect Journalists (Oct. 29, 2024), “Journalists face Israeli strikes, displacement, attacks as war escalates in Lebanon,” https://cpj.org/2024/10/journalists-face-israeli-strikes-displacement-attacks-as-war-escalates-in-lebanon/; Belgian Times (Oct. 3, 2024), “Two Belgian journalists injured while reporting in Beirut,” https://www.brusselstimes.com/1252795/two-belgian-journalists-injured-while-reporting-in-central-beirut-tbtb] 

24. On October 8, 2024 in Jiyeh, a man chased and attacked two Italian journalists, trying to steal and break their cameras. Their driver was trying to de-escalate the situation when he collapsed and later died of a heart attack.[endnoteRef:30] [30:  Id.] 

25. In another incident, a group of riot police officers assaulted reporter Ibrahim Fatfat while he was covering a protest over worsening living standards in the city of Tripoli.[endnoteRef:31] Officers dragged Fatfat, hit him with their truncheons, kicked him in the head, and broke his camera, causing him to lose consciousness and be hospitalized.[endnoteRef:32] [31:  Committee to Protect Journalists (Jan. 27, 2021), “Lebanese security forces assault reporter Ibrahim Fatfat amid protests in Tripoli,” https://cpj.org/2021/01/lebanese-security-forces-assault-reporter-ibrahim-fatfat-amid-protests-in-tripoli/]  [32:  Id.] 


Unlawful summons, interrogations, intimidation and arbitrary detention of journalists

26. Over the past five years, there have been several incidents of journalists in Lebanon being summoned for interrogation.

27. Public prosecutors in Lebanon have continuously summoned journalists to interrogation under security agencies, including the Cybercrime Bureau, the General Directorate of State Security and the General Security. Journalists from Megaphone, Daraj, The Public Source, and Tafaseel Online, were all summoned to investigations from security agencies over their publications and media work.[endnoteRef:33] Journalist Mahdi Krayem was detained by the Lebanese Army in Tyre while working on a report.[endnoteRef:34] Media smear campaigns and lawsuits against the journalists intensified.[endnoteRef:35]  [33:  Committee to Protect Journalists (April 7, 2023), “Lebanese authorities summon 2 journalists in separate cases,” https://cpj.org/2023/04/lebanese-authorities-summon-2-journalists-in-separate-cases/; Committee to Protect Journalists (March 26, 2025), “CPJ, others stand in solidarity with Lebanon news outlets Daraj and Megaphone amid legal harassment,” https://cpj.org/2025/03/cpj-others-stand-in-solidarity-with-lebanon-news-outlets-daraj-and-megaphone-amid-legal-harassment/; Committee to Protect Journalists (Oct. 29, 2024), “Journalists face Israeli strikes, displacement, attacks as war escalates in Lebanon,” https://cpj.org/2024/10/journalists-face-israeli-strikes-displacement-attacks-as-war-escalates-in-lebanon/; Skeyes Media (May 29, 2025), “Cybercrime Bureau summons four journalists from Daraj,” https://www.skeyesmedia.org/ar/News/News/29-05-2025/12567]  [34:  Skeyes Media (April 28, 2025), “Lebanese army arrests journalist and environmental activist in Tyre, releasing them hours later,” https://www.skeyesmedia.org/ar/News/News/28-04-2025/12480&countries=1]  [35:  Skeyes Media (April 10, 2025), “Press release from the Coalition to Defend Freedom of Expression in Lebanon,” https://www.skeyesmedia.org/ar/News/News/10-04-2025/12446&countries=1] 


28. The Lebanese Publications Law protects journalists from being compelled to appear before security agencies, specifying that they are only to be prosecuted in a special Publications Court with a civil judge. They are granted immunity from pretrial detention. While journalists in the past five years have generally refused to appear in front of security agencies, the practice of summoning journalists for questioning persists. Journalists have also been asked to sign pledges not to publish certain material or posts on social media. 

29. Extensive legal harassment against journalists in Lebanon who criticized the ruling authority (including banks) was documented, especially in 2024 and 2025.[endnoteRef:36]  [36:  Skeyes Media (May 15, 2025), “Journalist Joe Maalouf files complaint against Al-Akhbar newspaper following the publishing of two articles,” https://www.skeyesmedia.org/ar/News/News/15-05-2025/12533 ] 


30. There have also been incidents of arbitrary detention without charge. On January 19, 2020, U.S. freelance reporter Nicholas Frakes was arrested while photographing protests in Beirut. He was held in an office for several hours and was transferred to the custody of the Defense Ministry, where he was questioned and held overnight before being released without charge.[endnoteRef:37]  [37:  Committee to Protect Journalists (Jan. 21, 2020), “Lebanese authorities detain US freelancer Nicholas Frakes for 2 days,” https://cpj.org/2020/01/lebanese-authorities-detain-us-freelancer-nicholas/] 


31. The cumulative effect of such acts can be to cast a chilling effect on journalists working in Lebanon.

Suspension Of Broadcasts and Broadcast Permissions, And Blocked Access to Public Reporting Locations
32. Lebanese authorities have used fines and threats to suspend broadcast permissions as a tool of censorship. On July 15, 2020, Judge Mohammed Mazeh issued an order banning media outlets from interviewing U.S. Ambassador Dorothy Shea for a year or face a US$200,000 fine and a one-year broadcast ban.[endnoteRef:38] [38:  Committee to Protect Journalists (July 15, 2020), “Lebanese soldiers assault 5 journalists covering protest north of Beirut; judge bans outlets from interviewing U.S. ambassador,” https://cpj.org/2020/07/lebanese-soldiers-assault-5-journalists-covering-protest-north-of-beirut-judge-bans-outlets-from-interviewing-u-s-ambassador/] 


33. On July 6, 2020, army officers stopped two reporters on Beirut’s main thoroughfare and prohibited them from conducting interviews with passersby without permission from the army’s Directorate of Orientation.[endnoteRef:39] On July 8, the London-based news website Al-Araby al-Jadeed cited an anonymous source within the Directorate who stated that journalists must submit a written request for a permit, providing their name, phone number, the time and location where they intend to film, the topic they seek to cover, and the purpose of the reporting.[endnoteRef:40] [39:  Committee to Protect Journalists (July 10, 2020), “Army bars journalists from reporting on Beirut’s Hamra Street, citing permit regulations,” https://cpj.org/2020/07/army-bars-journalists-from-reporting-on-beiruts-hamra-street-citing-permit-regulations/]  [40:  Id. d] 

Media framework and draft law

34. Lebanon is currently discussing a draft of a new media law, the finalization of which has been debated since 2010. After prolonged deliberations in the Lebanese Parliament, the text of the law first drafted by the Maharat Foundation was amended by the Parliamentary Committee on Telecommunications and subsequently by the Committee on Administration and Justice, which reinstated provisions that criminalize freedom of opinion and expression. Civil society organizations intervened, pushing for further amendments. UNESCO also requested changes, which the Lebanese Ministry of Information took under advisement. Later, the Committee on Administration and Justice established a subcommittee to thoroughly review and revise the draft law.
35. The latest May 27, 2025 draft reflects improvements compared to prior versions; it removes provisions that criminalize freedom of expression including as those relating to defamation, abolishes the Print Publications Court (which functioned as a criminal tribunal) and replaces it with civil courts. However, Parliament’s renewed discussion of the draft law may result in additional changes including, most concerningly, provisions related to the imprisonment of journalists. 

Recommendations to Lebanon by the Submitting Organization
Killings, physical attacks and harassment of journalists

36. Take measures to end all forms of violence against journalists, including killing, torture, and other ill-treatment.
37. Ensure prompt and thorough investigations into the killings, physical attacks, torture, and abduction of journalists, and bring all perpetrators, including conspirators, to justice in a fair trial to ensure accountability.
38. Take measures to end state and non-state actors' intimidation and threats to journalists.
39. Promptly and effectively investigate threats against and harassment of journalists, end impunity for perpetrators of intimidation or harassment against journalists.
40. Take measures to effectively prevent use of excessive force by security forces against journalists covering protests.
41. Establish an effective mechanism to protect at-risk journalists, particularly those covering protests, strikes, elections, and politically sensitive topics. This mechanism should be tailored to address journalists’ needs and have the necessary budget and staffing allocations for its full implementation.
42. Re-open the judicial investigation into the killing of journalist Lokman Slim.
43. Prepare a public report based on a full investigation, consistent with international law, into the killing of Issam Abdallah, Farah Omar, Rabih al-Maamari, Ghassan Najjar, Mohammed Reda, and Wissam Kassem.
44. Conduct a full investigation into allegations of excessive force used against journalists covering protests which occurred over the previous UPR cycle.
45. Conduct a full investigation into the allegations of the security forces’ use of excessive force against journalist Ibrahim Fatfat.
Arbitrary detention and imprisonment of journalists
46. Take measures to end arbitrary arrest and detention of journalists.
47. Cease the practice of detaining journalists without a formal charge or complaint.
48. Ensure that arrests and detentions comply with international human rights law.
49. Conduct an impartial and independent investigation into any allegations of ill-treatment by those detained.
50. Ensure that all journalists are granted the right to a prompt and fair trial before an independent and impartial court.
51. Enact reforms ensuring that detention centers and prisons adequately provide essential needs in accordance with applicable international law.
Unlawful summons, interrogations, intimidation, and arbitrary detention of journalists
52. Cease using criminal defamation charges to prosecute journalists and media outlets.
53. Cease the practice of detaining journalists without charge.
54. Undertake necessary reforms to Lebanon’s current law regulating media to exclude the criminalization of defamation and end the use of defamation laws as a vehicle for suppression of political commentary.
55. Remove from legislation any penalties of imprisonment for violations of defamation laws.
56. Cease the arrest and detention of journalists for covering protests or politically sensitive topics and adopt a policy that does not conflate coverage with support.
57. Take steps to promote the passage of the May 27, 2025 draft of the Media Bill which removes provisions that criminalize freedom of expression, including those relating to defamation. It also replaces the Print Publications Court with civil courts.
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