< P Committee to Protect Journalists

December 8, 2025
Sent via email

H.E. Prof. Muhammad Yunus

Chief Adviser, Interim Government of Bangladesh
Old Sangsad Bhaban,

Tejgaon,1215

Dhaka, Bangladesh

Dear Chief Adviser Yunus,

The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), an independent, nonprofit press
freedom organization, writes to request your urgent attention to the matter of
journalists imprisoned in Bangladesh ahead of International Human Rights
Day on December 10

According to data compiled by CPJ, Bangladesh currently holds four
journalists in prison on murder charges — accusations that lack credible
evidence and appear to be in retaliation for their reporting and perceived
political affiliations.

The families of the journalists have described conditions at Kashimpur Prison
that raise serious human rights concerns. They are being held in tiny
36-square-foot (3.34 square meters) cells with metal bars instead of doors,
leaving them exposed to cold weather and mosquito infestations. They sleep
on the concrete floor, without mattresses, and food supplied by the prison is
insufficient and often inedible. Medical care is severely inadequate: the prison
has no permanent doctor, routine tests are unobtainable, and prisoners
receive no medication unless supplied by their families. Those with serious
health conditions — including cancer, diabetes, cardiac issues, and sleep
apnea — have gone months without treatment.

Prof. Yunus, in a November 2024 interview with The Daily Star, you
acknowledged that murder accusations had been hastily filed against
journalists in Bangladesh. In the same interview, you stated that your
government had stopped such actions and formed a committee to review
these cases.

However, since you took office on August 8 last year, fresh murder charges
have been brought against all four journalists imprisoned in Bangladesh —

CHAIR
Jacob Welsberg

CEQ
Jodie Ginsberg

Vice GHAIR
Lydia Polgreen THE NEW YORK TIMES

DIRELTURS
Diane Braylon me Mo Yoes Tues

-5-‘7I||"' Buzbes Rpgres
Susan Chira
ESheila Coronel COLUMERS UNNERSITY

Canilfhionn Gallghcr
DOILGHTY STREET CHAMEERS

Alesgandra Galloni REUTERS

Lastar Holt NG nEws

Roula Khalaf Fikancla TiMES

Janathan Khein oerry seces

Petar Lattman Eusescs Coucmye

Kali Marlon

Michasl Massing

Garaldine Fabrikan! MeL2 re nim vone 1aes
ot crupunTE
SCHCOL OF JCURNALISM

Alan Murray
WEI LEADERZHIP INSTITUTE

Juille Crwoni

NTERNET EANS FRONTIERES and
METE OVERSIGHT BOARD

Julie Pace THE ASEOCIATED PRESS
Davidd Beminick Tue oEw Yomen
Maria Ressa RAFPLER

Maria Teresa Rondernos
Jacqueling Simmaons acousems

Mika Soon-Shiong
FUMD FOR BUARANTEED INCOME

Roger Widmann
Jon ‘Williams

The John 5, and James L, Knight Foundation
Press Freedom Cenbar

F.O. Box 2675

Mew York, NY 10108

Phaone: +#1 (212) 465-1004

Fax; +1 (212) 465-9568

infagiepj.org


https://cpj.org/data/imprisoned/currently-imprisoned/?status=Imprisoned&cc_fips%5B%5D=BG&group_by=location&currently-imprisoned=1
https://cpj.org/data/imprisoned/currently-imprisoned/?status=Imprisoned&cc_fips%5B%5D=BG&group_by=location&currently-imprisoned=1
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/we-are-only-facilitators-not-rulers-says-yunus-3757891

< P Committee to Protect Journalists

Farzana Rupa, Shakil Ahmed, Mozammel Babu, and Shyamal Dutta. They
have been repeatedly denied bail and a lawyer representing some of the
journalists, ZI Khan Panna, has also been targeted with a murder accusation.

Freedom of speech and expression are protected under Article 39 of
Bangladesh’s constitution and in the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, to which Bangladesh has acceded. The judiciary has also
repeatedly recognized the critical role of an independent press in
strengthening democratic institutions and accountability. Bangladesh
authorities must uphold domestic and international human rights obligations.

We urge you to mark International Human Rights Day by taking steps that
would allow all journalists imprisoned in Bangladesh to return to their families
and resume work. Real reform requires a decisive break from past practices,
not replication of previous abuses. It is essential that all political parties
respect journalists’ right to report freely as the country prepares to vote in
February next year.

Our advocacy is supported by more than 1,500 journalists, representing over
100 countries, who joined CPJ in a solidarity action at this year’s Global
Investigative Journalism Conference in Malaysia to call on governments
around the world to free imprisoned journalists and end impunity for those
who attack the press.

Your personal attention to this matter would underscore Bangladesh’s
commitment to humane governance, justice, and open public discourse.

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter. We look forward to your
reply and welcome any dialogue with the relevant offices of the Government
of Bangladesh.

Sincerely,

Beh Lih Yi
Asia-Pacific Director
Committee to Protect Journalists


https://cpj.org/2025/11/cpj-leads-solidarity-action-at-the-global-investigative-journalism-conference/
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CC:

Mahfuj Alam

Adviser for Information and Broadcasting
Interim Government of Bangladesh



