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A mission delegation composed of eight international press freedom, free 
expression and human rights organisations has concluded a joint press 
freedom mission to Türkiye. The delegation met with journalists, civil society, 
political party representatives, MPs, the judicial branch, regulatory bodies, and 
foreign diplomatic missions to discuss Türkiye’s rapidly deteriorating media 
freedom environment.​
​
This seventh international press freedom mission to Türkiye, held in Ankara 
from 24 to 26 November 2025, was led by the International Press Institute 
(IPI) and included Amnesty International, ARTICLE 19 Europe, the Committee 
to Protect Journalists (CPJ), the European Centre for Press and Media 
Freedom (ECPMF) and Osservatorio Balcani Caucaso Transeuropa (OBCT) 
as part of Media Freedom Rapid Response (MFRR), Reporters Without 
Borders (RSF) and the South East Europe Media Organisation (SEEMO). 

During the visit, the delegation held meetings with the Turkish Constitutional 
Court, the Radio and Television Supreme Council (RTÜK), the Delegation of 
the European Union to Türkiye, several foreign diplomatic missions, and 
representatives of Türkiye’s political landscape, including MPs from the 
Republican People’s Party (CHP) and the Peoples’ Equality and Democracy 
Party (DEM). The mission also met with the Association of Journalists in 
Ankara as well as members of the broader journalism community. 

Despite multiple requests, government institutions, including the Directorate of 
Communications, the Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Interior, and several other 
ministries, as well as representatives of the AKP and MHP, declined to meet 
with the delegation or did not respond. 

The mission delegation raised for consideration a wide variety of issues that 
have led to a further decline in press freedom in Türkiye, since our last 
mission in November 2024. The situation this year has been marked by a 
sharp escalation in political pressure, judicial harassment and censorship 
targeting the press. 

https://www.mfrr.eu/press-freedom-mission-urges-turkey-to-immediately-withdraw-law-labelling-critics-as-spies/


Since 19 March 2025, high-profile detentions, including the imprisonment of 
opposition mayors and municipal officials that were largely viewed as 
politically motivated, were accompanied by large-scale protests that 
authorities met with mass detentions and restrictions on coverage. Journalists 
documenting the events faced early-morning police raids, physical assaults, 
and attempts from authorities to silence them, such as the warning from the 
former RTÜK chair that failure to “remain free from political bias” while 
covering protests would result in maximum penalties, including the revocation 
of licenses. 

 The mission delegation also highlighted a troubling pattern of punitive actions 
against critical outlets and journalists. Journalists across the country continue 
to face assault, threats, and intimidation, while criminal investigations and 
prosecutions against them remain commonplace. Prolonged arbitrary pre-trial 
detention and politically motivated investigations and prosecutions, such as 
those against journalists Furkan Karabay and Fatih Altaylı, reinforce the 
climate of fear and self-censorship. 

Regulatory bodies continue to leverage their authority to silence dissent. As 
an institution with eroded independence that urgently needs reforms to restore 
its autonomy, RTÜK imposed heavy fines and broadcast bans targeting critical 
television outlets, a practice that deprives the public of critical voices. The 
Press Advertising Agency’s restrictive and one-sided criteria for distributing 
public advertising further strained the survival of local independent media. 
Although the Constitutional Court annulled parts of the agency’s mandate, 
economic pressure continues to serve as a tool of control. We also note with 
alarm the bandwidth throttling of social media platforms and messaging 
services during events of significant public interest, and the resurgence of 
“foreign influence” narratives used to justify interference in independent 
journalism. 

The delegation urges Turkish authorities to end the judicial harassment of 
journalists, fully implement the decisions of the Constitutional Court on 
freedom of expression at all levels, and guarantee due process and fair trial 
rights. We call on regulators to cease arbitrary sanctions and repeat that they 
must operate independently and transparently. Türkiye must safeguard open 
debate, restore unrestricted digital access, and stop vilifying civil society or the 



press through vague accusations under its overly broad and vague criminal 
provisions including those in its anti-terrorism law, in violation of the country’s 
constitutional and international human rights obligations to protect the rights to 
freedom of expression, association and assembly. Türkiye should also respect 
international standards and practices in issuing press cards as a free decision 
of journalist associations and media. 

Ensuring a safe, free and pluralistic media environment is essential to 
democracy, the rule of law, and the meaningful protection of human rights. 
The steps taken in 2025 have moved Türkiye further away from these 
standards. At the same time, the mission delegation underscores that ongoing 
peace negotiations could serve as a crucial opportunity to advance 
comprehensive reforms that strengthen journalists’ rights, safeguard pluralism 
and help rebuild respect for fundamental freedoms. We call on the authorities 
to reverse the current trajectory and to engage meaningfully with domestic 
and international stakeholders to uphold press freedom and freedom of 
expression. 

Signed by: 

●​ International Press Institute (IPI) 
●​ Amnesty International 
●​ ARTICLE 19 Europe 
●​ Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) 
●​ European Centre for Press and Media Freedom (ECPMF) as part of 

MFRR 
●​ Osservatorio Balcani Caucaso Transeuropa (OBCT) as part of MFRR 
●​ Reporters Without Borders (RSF) 
●​ South East Europe Media Organisation (SEEMO) 

 


