11.YARGI PAKETINE KARSI ACIKLAMA:
LGBTIi+ haberciligi su¢ degildir, gazetecilik suc degildir: Tasariy1 geri ¢ekin!

Asagida imzalar1 bulunan basin ve ifade 6zgiirliigii kuruluslari olarak, 11.Yargi Paketi’nde yer

aldig1 iddia edilen LGBTI+ karsit1 diizenlemenin paketten ¢ikartilmasim talep ediyoruz.
Tiirkiye’de dzellikle LGBTIi+’larm ifade ve basin dzgiirliiklerini ortadan kaldiracak olan bu
diizenleme, ifade ve basin 6zgiirliiklerinin 6ziinii ortadan kaldiracak, LGBTI+lar hakkinda haber
yapmay1 sug haline getirecektir.

11. Yarg: Paketi taslagi, gectigimiz hafta basinla paylasildi ve 6nlimiizdeki giinlerde Meclis’e
sunulmast bekleniyor. Diizenlemede ‘Hayasizca hareketler’ bagligi altinda, Tiirk tipi bir escinsel
propaganda yasag1 diizenlemesi ongoriiliiyor. Diizenleme, dogustan gelen cinsiyete ve genel
ahlaka aykir1 her tiirlii davranis ve tutumun yani sira bunlar1 6vmeyi, 6zendirmeyi ve tesvik
etmeyi de ii¢ yila kadar hapis cezasiyla cezalandiriyor. Bu diizenleme, taslakta yer alan haliyle,
Rusya’da 2013 yilinda kabul edilen ‘Escinsel propaganda yasag1’ yasasindan ¢ok daha agir ve
muglak ifadeler icererek, Tiirkiye’de basin ve ifade 6zgiirliigiine yonelik ciddi bir tehdit
olusturuyor.

Yasalasmasi halinde, LGBTI+’larin haber alma ve haber verme haklarini ortadan kaldiracak olan
bu diizenleme, LGBTi+’lara yonelik hak ihlallerini, trans cinayetlerini, cinsel saglikla ilgili
yaynlari, Onur Yiiriiyiislerini ve daha bircok LGBTI+’lar1 ilgilendiren haber yapmay1 ‘tesvik
etmek’ gerekgesiyle su¢ unsuru haline getirecek.

2025 yilinin Aile Yili ilan edilmesiyle, Tiirkiye’de LGBTI+ haberciligine yonelik bircok hak
ihlali meydana geldi. Subat ayinda, Tiirkiye’nin en biiyiik ve en eski LGBTI+ haber platformu
KAOS GL’nin Genel Yayin Y&netmeni ve LGBTI+ haklar1 savunucusu Yildiz Tar tutuklandi.

Haziran ayinda, Kaos GL nin internet haber sitesi ve sosyal medya hesaplari ise ‘sug islemeye
alenen tesvik’ iddiasiyla erisime engellendi. Yine Haziran ayinda, Istanbul Besiktas’ta LGBTI+
Onur Yirliylisi’nii takip eden basin mensuplar1 gézaltina alindi, haklarinda dava agildi.

T24 muhabiri Can Oztiirk, LGBTI+ ¢ocuklara ‘déniisiim terapisi’ ad1 altinda terapi yaptigin
iddia eden bir akademisyen hakkindaki cinsel taciz iddialarini haber yaptigi i¢in sikayet {izerine
sorusturmaya ugradi, ifade verdi. Radyo ve Televizyon Ust Kurulu (RTUK) ise Netflix gibi
platformlarda yaymlanan LGBTi+ icerikler hakkinda platformlara ceza verdi.

Biitlin bu hak ihlallerinin ardindan 11. Yarg: Paketi’nde yer alacagi iddia edilen diizenleme, hak
ihlallerini farkl1 bir boyuta tasiyacak, zaten zor olan LGBTI+’lar hakkinda haber yapmay1 sug
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haline getirecektir. Ote yandan ‘dogustan gelen biyolojik cinsiyete aykir1’ veya ‘genel ahlaka
aykirt’ gibi muglak ifadeler, basina ve sivil topluma yonelik keyfi miidahaleleri arttiracaktir.

Teklif yalnizca LGBTI+lar1 degil, onlar1 ilgilendiren konulari, onlara ydnelik hak ihlallerini
haber yapan basin mensuplarini da ceza tehdidi altina sokacak, haber yapilmasini kriminalize
edecektir.

Bu gerekgelerle, biz asagida imzalar1 bulunan basin ve ifade 6zgiirliigii kurumlari olarak, 11.
Yargi Paketi’nde yer alacagi iddia edilen bu diizenlemenin derhal tekliften ¢ikartilmasini talep
ediyoruz.

IMZACILAR

Medya ve Hukuk Calismalar1 Dernegi (MLSA)

Dicle Firat Gazeteciler Dernegi (DFG)

DISK Basin-is

Avrupa Basin ve Medya Ozgiirliigii Merkezi (ECPMF)
Punto24 Bagimsiz Gazetecilik Dernegi (P24)

Cagdas Gazeteciler Dernegi (CGD)

Uluslararasi1 Basin Enstitiisii (IPT)

Avrupa Gazeteciler Federasyonu (EFJ)
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Uluslararas1 Gazeteciler Federasyonu (IFJ)
. Tuirkiye Gazeteciler Sendikas1 (TGS)
. Balkanlar, Kaftkasya ve Transavrupa Gozlemevi (OBCT)
. Gazetecileri Koruma Komitesi (CPJ)
. Yabanci Medya Dernegi
. Uluslararasi PEN
. PEN Norveg
. Medya ve Gog¢ Dernegi (MGD)
. Balkan Aragstirmaci Gazetecilik Ag1 (BIRN)
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(Ingilizce imzalar: bir sonraki sayfada bulabilirsiniz)



Journalists reporting LGBTQ+ issues risk criminalization: Withdraw the proposed law!

As press and freedom of expression organizations undersigned below, we call for the removal of
the reported anti-LGBTQ+ provision from the 11th Judicial Package which would restrict and
possibly criminalize media reporting on the community.

The draft of the 11th Judicial Package was shared with the members of the press last week and is
expected to be submitted to Parliament in the coming days. Under the heading “Obscene acts,”
the draft introduces a so-called “Turkish-style ban on homosexual propaganda.” It stipulates
prison sentences of up to three years for any behavior or attitude that is “contrary to one’s
biological sex and public morality,” as well as for praising, promoting, or encouraging such
behavior. In its current form, the proposal is even broader and more vague than Russia’s 2013
“gay propaganda ban,” posing a grave threat to freedom of expression and press freedom in
Turkey.

If enacted, this regulation would restrict LGBTQ+ people in their right to access and share
information central to their lives. Journalists reporting on LGBTQ+ issues such as human rights
violations, sexual health, pride marches, etc. risk criminal prosecution on the grounds of
“promotion.”

Since 2025 was declared the “Year of the Family,” numerous violations have occurred targeting
LGBTQ+ journalism in Turkey. In February, Yildiz Tar — editor-in-chief of KAOS GL, the
country’s largest and oldest LGBTQ+ news platform, and a prominent LGBTQ+ rights advocate
— was arrested.

In June, the KAOS GL news website and its social media accounts were blocked for allegedly
“publicly inciting to commit crimes.” That same month, journalists covering the LGBTQ+ pride
march in Istanbul’s Besiktas district were detained and later prosecuted.

T24 correspondent Can Oztiirk was questioned by prosecutors after publishing a story about
sexual harassment allegations against an academic who claimed to offer “conversion therapy” to
LGBTQ+ children. The Radio and Television Supreme Council (RTUK) also fined streaming
platforms such as Netflix for hosting LGBTQ+ content.

Following all these violations, the inclusion of the proposed provision in the 11th Judicial
Package would escalate rights violations even further and criminalize the already difficult task of
reporting on LGBTQ+ issues. Moreover, vague terms such as “contrary to one’s biological sex”
or “contrary to public morality” would allow arbitrary interference with the press and civil
society.
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This proposal would not only target LGBTQ+ individuals but also place journalists reporting on
LGBTQ+ issues and related rights violations under threat of criminal punishment.

For all these reasons, as the undersigned press and freedom of expression organizations, we
urgently call for the immediate removal of this provision from the 11th Judicial Package.

Signatories:
1. Media and Law Studies Association (MLSA)
Dicle Firat Journalism Association
European Centre for Press and Media Freedom (ECPMF)
DISK Basin-is
P24 Platform for Independent Journalism
International Press Institute (IPI)
Progressive Journalists Association (CGD)
Journalists' Union of Turkey (TGS)
European Federation of Journalists (EFJ)
. Osservatorio Balcani Caucaso Transeuropa (OBCT)
. International Federation of Journalists (IFJ)
. Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ)
. PEN International
. Foreign Media Association Turkey
. PEN Norway
. Media and Migration Association (MMA)
. Balkan Investigative Reporting Network (BIRN)
. Norwegian Helsinki Committee
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