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Media Freedom Coalition’s Consultative Network Conducts
Landmark Mission to the Philippines

Manila, June 20, 2025 — A coalition of international press freedom
organisations—comprising the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), Free Press Unlimited
(FPU), and Reporters Without Borders (RSF) —travelled to Tacloban City and Manila from
16 to 20 June as part of the Consultative Network of the Media Freedom Coalition (MFC) to
engage in meetings with local stakeholders.

The organisations engaged in various activities, including meetings with Justice Secretary
Jesus Crispin Remulla and Undersecretary Jose A. Torres Jr., Executive Director of the
Presidential Task Force on Media Security (PTFOMS), in a joint mission supported by the
MFC’s local Embassy Network in Manila.

They also met with local press freedom associations, journalists and their families, as well as
legislators. The delegation was represented by Akriti Saraswat (FPU), Aleksandra
Bielakowska (RSF), Beh Lih Yi (CPJ).

“This landmark mission embodies the spirit of the MFC - that media freedom is an integral
part of democracy, human rights, global security and prosperity. The Philippines is a vital
democracy and we look forward to working with the MFC to continue to promote press
freedom and journalists’ safety in the country,” the three groups said.

The MFC CN raised several key cases of concern, including the continued detention of
journalist Frenchie Mae Cumpio without a conviction, the ongoing trial of the alleged
mastermind behind the 2011 murder of journalist Gerry Ortega, and the still-unresolved
killing of journalist Percival Mabasa. or better known as Percy Lapid.

The delegation visited the Philippines at the same time as the UN Special Rapporteur on
freedom of expression, Irene Khan, released a report calling on President Ferdinand Marcos
Jr's administration to carry out sweeping legal and policy reforms. These include the
amendment of the Anti-Terrorism Act, the decriminalisation of libel, the abolition of the
National Task Force to End Local Communist Armed Conflict (NTF-ELCAC), and the release
of Cumpio.

The MFC’s Consultative Network, created in January 2020, is a group of national, regional
and international organisations that in collaboration with a much broader set of civil society
groups, voluntarily provides advice to the MFC on the Coalition’s work and facilitates
selection of cases that it believes require State intervention.

The MFC is a global alliance of 51 states committed to defending press freedom worldwide.
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