Alaa Abd el-Fattah — NGOs send letter to United Nations Working

Group on Arbitrary Detention

12 November 2024

Dear Dr. Gillett, Dr. Yudkivska, Ms. Gopalan, Dr. Estrada-Castillo, and Dr. Malila,

We are writing, as a coalition of human rights organisations, regarding the urgent
submission made to you, as members of the United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary
Detention (UNWGAD), on behalf of Alaa Abd el-Fattah, the award-winning British-
Egyptian writer and activist. Alaa Abd el-Fattah remains arbitrarily detained in Egypt and

we strongly urge you to announce your opinion on his case at the earliest opportunity.

An international counsel team, led by barrister Can Yeginsu, filed an urgent appeal with
the UNWGAD on behalf of Mr. Abd el-Fattah and his family one year ago, on 14
November 2023, submitting that his continued detention is arbitrary and violates
international law. Shortly afterwards, on 23 November 2023, 34 freedom of expression
and human rights organisations sent a letter to the UNWGAD supporting that
submission and urging the UNWGAD promptly to issue its opinion on this matter. On 17

April 2024, 27 freedom of expression and human rights organisations sent a follow up



letter to the UNWGAD, enquiring whether there was any update in respect of this urgent

appeal.

Alaa Abd el-Fattah’s case remains of significant concern to our organisations. He has
spent much of the past decade imprisoned in Egypt due to charges related to his writing
and activism. He was most recently arrested in September 2019 and was sentenced in
December 2021 to five years’ imprisonment, having already spent two years in pre-trial
detention. Despite completing his unjust and arbitrary five-year sentence on 29
September 2024, the Egyptian authorities have refused to release him, ignoring the time
he spent in pre-trial detention. This defies international legal norms and contradicts
Egyptian law. Alaa Abd el-Fattah is currently being held at Wadi al-Natrun prison near
Cairo and continues to be denied consular visits, despite his British citizenship. His
mother, Laila Soueif, has been on hunger strike since 29 September 2024 in protest

against her son’s unjust and prolonged detention.

In November 2022, joined the increasing number of human rights voices
demanding Alaa Abd el-Fattah’s immediate release. Yet two years later, having fully

served his five-year sentence, he remains in prison.

Despite his ongoing incarceration, Alaa Abd el-Fattah’s writing and activism continue to
be recognised worldwide: most recently, in October 2024, he was as the
joint winner of the 2024 PEN Pinter Prize with Arundhati Roy, and recognised as the
2024 Writer of Courage, eliciting the following encomium from Naomi Klein at the

ceremony:


https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/11/un-experts-call-immediate-release-alaa-abdel-fattah
https://www.englishpen.org/posts/campaigns/arundhati-roy-shares-pen-pinter-prize-2024-with-alaa-abd-el-fattah/

Alaa Abd El-Fattah embodies the relentless courage and intellectual depth that
Arundhati Roy herself so powerfully represents, making her selection of him as the
Writer of Courage profoundly fitting. Despite enduring a series of unjust sentences that
robbed him of over a decade of freedom, his liberation continues to be denied. This
prize, shared between two vital voices, reminds us of the urgent need to continue to

raise our own in a call to 'Free Alaa’ at long last.

Our organisations continue to call for Alaa Abd el-Fattah’s immediate and unconditional

release and we request that the UNWGAD urgently announce its opinion on his case.
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