
balancing act: Press freedom at risk as eU strUggles to match action with valUes

Press freedom protection
 
Press freedom is a fundamental right protected by treaties and charters to which all EU member 
states must adhere.

treaty on european Union 

Article 2.
The Union is founded on the values of respect for human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the 
rule of law and respect for human rights, including the rights of persons belonging to minorities. 
These values are common to the member states in a society in which pluralism, non-discrimination, 
tolerance, justice, solidarity, and equality between women and men prevail.

eU charter of fundamental rights

Article 7. Respect for private and family life
Everyone has the right to respect for his or her private and family life, home and communications.

Article 8. Protection of personal data
1. Everyone has the right to the protection of personal data concerning him or her.
2. Such data must be processed fairly for specified purposes and on the basis of the consent of 

the person concerned or some other legitimate basis laid down by law. Everyone has the right 
of access to data which has been collected concerning him or her, and the right to have it 
rectified.

3. Compliance with these rules shall be subject to control by an independent authority.

Article 11. Freedom of expression and information
1. Everyone has the right to freedom of expression. This right shall include freedom to hold 

opinions and to receive and impart information and ideas without interference by public 
authority and regardless of frontiers.

2. The freedom and pluralism of the media shall be respected.

european convention on human rights

Article 10. Freedom of expression
1. Everyone has the right to freedom of expression. This right shall include freedom to hold 

opinions and to receive and impart information and ideas without interference by public 
authority and regardless of frontiers. This article shall not prevent states from requiring the 
licensing of broadcasting, television or cinema enterprises.

2. The exercise of these freedoms, since it carries with it duties and responsibilities, may be 
subject to such formalities, conditions, restrictions or penalties as are prescribed by law and 
are necessary in a democratic society, in the interests of national security, territorial integrity 
or public safety, for the prevention of disorder or crime, for the protection of health or 
morals, for the protection of the reputation or rights of others, for preventing the disclosure 
of information received in confidence, or for maintaining the authority and impartiality of 
the judiciary.


