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On the cover:
In Caracas, a giant poster of Venezuelan
President Hugo Chávez trumpets his
candidacy for re-election last fall.
Chávez, who easily won another term,
has set his sights on strengthening
state media.

AP Photo/Leslie Mazoch

Dangerous Assignments 1

Contents

As It Happened
The top press freedom stories. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

In Focus
A Turkish nationalist kills a prominent editor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

First Person By George Packer
A reporter honors Iraqi journalists. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Q&A By Matthew Hansen
A Moroccan publisher on corruption and calculations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

The List
CPJ names 10 “backsliding” countries. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

CPJ Remembers By Aaron Berhane
Fesshaye Yohannes gave his life to write. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

Cover Story

Static in Venezuela By Carlos Lauría and Sauro González Rodríguez
The Chávez administration seeks to pull the license of Venezuela’s
oldest broadcaster, casting doubt on its commitment to free expression. . . . . 10

Viewpoint: Beyond the Rhetoric By Victor Navasky
Envisioning true media diversity. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17

Faded Colors By Alex Lupis
The “Color Revolutions” in Georgia, Ukraine, and Kyrgyzstan lead to
modest gains but few lasting reforms. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

Anya’s Paper By Nina Ognianova
After spurring more than 30 criminal investigations, Moscow’s
Novaya Gazeta is investigating its own journalists’ murders. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26

Viewpoint: Rose-Tinted TV Screens By Lynn Berry
Kremlin-controlled television has an upbeat picture. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

Thailand at a Crossroads By Shawn W. Crispin
Thousands of community radio stations are taking the heat after
last year’s military coup. The junta promises press freedom but
imposes censorship. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32

A Killing in Mexico By Monica Campbell
Why has there been no justice in the case of Brad Will, gunned down
as he documented civil unrest in Oaxaca? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36

On the Web By Robert Mahoney
U.S. Internet companies try to write a code of ethics. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40

Justice Project By María Salazar
A slain reporter’s family fights for justice in Peru. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42

Correspondents By Elisabeth Witchel and Mohamed Keita
Threats force a bold reporter to flee Rwanda. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46

Update By Heather Bourbeau
The longest-jailed journalist in U.S. history explains how he got there. . . . . . 48

Drawing the Line By Mick Stern. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52

Dangerous Assignments Spring|Summer 2007



As They Said

“The issue of journalist perse-
cution is one of the most press-
ing. And we realize our degree
of responsibility in this. We will
do everything to protect the
press corps.”
—Russian President Vladmir Putin
at a February 1 press conference.

“Mr. Wolf is the latest addition
to a club whose growing mem-
bership should trouble us all.”
—Former New York Times reporter
Judith Miller in a New York Sun
column on the jailed blogger Wolf.

“For this government, informa-
tion is about creating one sole
truth, one sole communication,
one sole culture.”
—Analyst Marcelino Bisbal, critiqu-
ing the Venezuelan government’s
aggressive media strategy. (Story,
page 10.)

12 Associated Press photographer
Bilal Hussein (below) marks one year
behind bars in Iraq. Despite the
lengthy imprisonment, U.S. forces fail
to charge him or disclose any evi-
dence against him.

May
3 Marking World Press Freedom Day,
CPJ names the 10 “backsliding” coun-
tries where press freedom has most
deteriorated. Ethiopia, the Gambia, and
Russia lead the dishonor roll. �
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In FocusAs It Happened

As Hrant Dink lay on the cobblestone walk outside his
newspaper office, blood pooling around his body, a
17-year-old ultranationalist named Ogun Samast ran

through the streets shouting: “I killed an Armenian.”
Dink, 52, felled by three shots to the head and neck, had

edited Agos for all of the newspaper’s 11-year existence.
Agos, the only Armenian newspaper in Turkey, had
a circulation of just 6,000 but its political influence was
vast. Dink regularly appeared on television to express his
unpopular view that the mass killing of Armenians during
the Ottoman Empire was genocide.

Less than a week after the January 19 murder, more
than 100,000 people (middle) gathered in Istanbul’s central
Taksim Square to demand justice and chant: “We are all
Armenians.” Protesters carried red carnations and pictures
of Dink with the inscription, “My dear brother” in Turkish,
Armenian, and English.

Dink knew he was vulnerable in Turkey’s explosive
political environment. He was prosecuted several times for
the crime of “insulting Turkish identity.” In his last column,
Dink predicted that 2007 would be a difficult year. “The tri-
als will continue, new ones will be started. Who knows what
other injustices I will be up against,” he wrote.

Yasin Hayal (bottom), a nationalist implicated in other
violent attacks, admitted inciting his friend Samast to kill
Dink. As he was brought to a courtroom on January 24,
Hayal issued an apparent threat against Nobel Prize-win-
ning novelist Orhan Pamuk, who has also criticized the
Armenian mass killings. “Orhan Pamuk,” he cried, “be smart,
be smart!”

It’s a threat Turkish journalists take seriously. “There is,”
said Nadire Mater, head of the press freedom group BIA, “a
broad feeling of insecurity among dissidents and critical
columnists.” �
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January
3 Thirty-two journalists are killed in
connection with their work in Iraq in
2006, CPJ reports, the deadliest year
for the press in a single country that
the organization has ever recorded.
Worldwide, CPJ finds 55 journalists
killed for their work in 2006. (Related
column, page 4.)

23 In Moscow, authorities tell a CPJ
delegation that police officials in
Chechnya may have been behind the
October 2006 murder of reporter
Anna Politkovskaya (below). (Related
story, page 26.)

February
1 Independent Sudanese daily Al-
Sudani is banned indefinitely for vio-
lating an official ban against publish-
ing articles on the 2006 murder of Al-
Wifaq Editor Mohammed Taha.

22 Egyptian Internet writer Abdel
Karim Suleiman (below) is sentenced
to four years in prison for insulting
Islam and President Hosni Mubarak.
He is the first Egyptian blogger to be
sentenced to prison for his work.

March
2 Ivan Safronov, a well-known defense
correspondent for the business daily
Kommersant, falls more than four sto-
ries from his apartment building in
Moscow. Authorities initially call the
death a suicide.

4 The Taliban abduct Afghan journal-
ist Ajmal Nakshbandi, Italian reporter
Daniele Mastrogiacomo, and driver
Sayed Agha in Helmand province.
Nakshbandi and Agha are later killed.
Mastrogiacomo is released in exchange
for five Taliban prisoners.

7 The Mexican Senate passes a land-
mark bill decriminalizing libel. Presi-
dent Felipe Calderón (below) signs the
measure into law the next month,
making Mexico the second Latin
American country to repeal criminal
libel laws. El Salvador was first.

April
3 Freelance journalist Josh Wolf, the
longest imprisoned journalist in U.S.
history, is released from federal
prison in California after agreeing to
disclose unedited videotape to prose-
cutors. (Story, Page 48.)

6 In Casablanca, a CPJ delegation
raises alarm about a pattern of puni-
tive court decisions that have threat-
ened Morocco’s independent press.
(Related story, Page 6.)

9 Ethiopia's High Court acquits eight
editors and publishers of Amharic-
language newspapers who had been
jailed on antistate charges for nearly
18 months. CPJ had called the charges
groundless.


